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Fields marked with * are mandatory.

About you

*Language of my contribution
Bulgarian
Croatian
Czech
Danish
Dutch
English
Estonian
Finnish
French
German
Greek
Hungarian
Irish
ltalian
Latvian
Lithuanian
Maltese
Polish
Portuguese
Romanian
Slovak
Slovenian
Spanish



Swedish

“| am giving my contribution as
Academic/research institution
Business association
Company/business
Consumer organisation

EU citizen

Environmental organisation
Non-EU citizen
Non-governmental organisation (NGO)
Public authority

Trade union

Other

*First name

Kadri

*Surname

Jauram

*Email (this won't be published)

kadri.jauram@kul.ee

*Scope
International
Local
® National
Regional

“Level of governance
Parliament
®" Authority
Agency

“Organisation name



255 character(s) maximum

Estonian Ministry of Culture

*Organisation size

Micro (1 to 9 employees)

Small (10 to 49 employees)

® Medium (50 to 249 employees)

Large (250 or more)

Transparency register number
Check if your organisation is on the transparency register. It's a voluntary database for organisations seeking to

influence EU decision-making.

*Country of origin

Please add your country of origin, or that of your organisation.

This list does not represent the official position of the European institutions with regard to the legal status or policy
of the entities mentioned. It is a harmonisation of often divergent lists and practices.
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The Commission will publish all contributions to this public consultation. You can choose whether you

would prefer to have your details published or to remain anonymous when your contribution is published. Fo
r the purpose of transparency, the type of respondent (for example, ‘business association,
‘consumer association’, ‘EU citizen’) country of origin, organisation name and size, and its
transparency register number, are always published. Your e-mail address will never be published.
Opt in to select the privacy option that best suits you. Privacy options default based on the type of
respondent selected

“Contribution publication privacy settings
The Commission will publish the responses to this public consultation. You can choose whether you would like
your details to be made public or to remain anonymous.

Anonymous
Only organisation details are published: The type of respondent that you
responded to this consultation as, the name of the organisation on whose
behalf you reply as well as its transparency number, its size, its country of
origin and your contribution will be published as received. Your name will not
be published. Please do not include any personal data in the contribution itself
if you want to remain anonymous.

® Public
Organisation details and respondent details are published: The type of
respondent that you responded to this consultation as, the name of the
organisation on whose behalf you reply as well as its transparency number, its
size, its country of origin and your contribution will be published. Your name
will also be published.

/| | agree with the personal data protection provisions

Introduction

The European Capital of Culture (ECoC) initiative was first launched in 1985 and over 60 cities have now
been awarded the title over the last 40 years. In its current form it has been designed to promote the
diversity of cultures in Europe as well as to increase European citizens’ sense of belonging to a common
cultural area. It also contributes to the regeneration of cities, raising their international profile, boosting
tourism, and breathing new life into a city’s culture offer as well as enhancing the image of cities for both
inhabitants and visitors alike. There are two title-holding cities every year, in two different Member States of
the Union, and in given years, a third one in a city from an EFTA/EEA country, candidate country or


https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/specific-privacy-statement

potential candidate.

The European Commission is undertaking the first interim evaluation of the ECoC action 2020-2033. The
evaluation will look back at the implementation of the action since the adoption of its current legal
framework in 2014, but also at the impact on title-holding cities from 2013 to 2019 (selected and monitored
under a previous legal basis). It seeks to identify the impacts the action has made in the last ten years,
understand the full potential of the legacy of hosting an ECoC, and to provide lessons that future ECoC
cities and cities interested in developing their culture strategies can learn from.

This public consultation will serve as an integral part of the evaluation of the initiative. It seeks feedback

from all stakeholders involved in the implementation, management, and delivery of the European Capital of
Culture scheme as well as from the wider public who are either interested or participate in culture.

Why this consultation?

The purpose of this evaluation is to:

® Assess the European Capitals of Culture action as a whole, including the efficiency of the processes
running it, as well as the effectiveness, relevance, coherence, and EU added value of the action

® Draw comparisons and provide lessons learnt for future European Capitals of Culture as well as for
all European cities interested in boosting their cultural offer
Identify impacts of the European Capitals of Culture action and areas for improvement
Gather views on the successor scheme for the European Capitals of Culture beyond 2033

Who is invited to contribute to this consultation?

All citizens and organisations are invited to contribute to this consultation.

Contributions are particularly sought from:

® Representatives from local authorities and organisations (e.g. civil society organisations, networks
and associations, private sector organisations), from cities that have been involved in the ECoC
action;

® Representatives from local authorities and organisations (e.g. civil society organisations, networks
and associations, private sector organisations) from cities that have not yet been involved the ECoC
action;
Citizens, whether or not they have actively been involved in the ECoC action;
Any organisation or citizen with specific expertise or interest in the fields of culture, urban
development, tourism and socio-economic policy.

General information about respondents

*How important is investment in the cultural sector to you?
® Very important



Moderately important
Not very important
Not important at all

| don’t know

To what extent are you familiar with the following:

Not
familiar at
all

Very Quite A little
familiar familiar familiar

* EU cultural policy and priorities
* The European Capital of Culture action in general

* The process to select the cities hosting the ECoC

* The monitoring process in selected cities leading
to the ECoC year

“Are you representing or are you related to a city that has been selected as a
European Capital of Culture in the past?
Yes
No, but my city has bid for ECoC status
® No, neither a selected city nor a bidding city
| don’t know/ prefer not to answer

To what extent do you think the overall ECoC action managed to achieve the
following objectives in the period 2013 — 2023:

Toa To Toa Not ,
. Don't
large some limited at
know
extent extent extent all

* Encourage the implementation of a large number of
cultural activities with a strong European dimension,
involving European artists and developed through
international partnerships

* Contribute to raise citizens’ awareness of the diversity
of European cultures and the common features they
share

* Strengthen the cultural offer in the title-holding cities
through better cultural strategies and increased
spending on culture

* Led to increased access to and participation in culture
by traditional and non-traditional audience



* Encouraged the development of a long-term cultural
strategy in the title-holding cities

* Encouraged the allocation of private and public funding
to the development of cultural infrastructures in the title- -
holding cities

* Supported the provision of training to cultural
professionals

* Overall strengthened the cultural sector in the local and
regional area of title-holding cities

* Led to an increase in the number of national and
international tourists to the title-holding cities

* Gontributed to increasing the international recognition
of the title-holding cities

When it comes to the ECOC brand and visibility, in your opinion:

Toa To Toa Not
. Don't
large some limited
know
extent extent extent all
* To what extent are citizens aware of the P
existence of the ECoC action?
* To what extent are citizens aware that the ECoC @
is an EU initiative?
* To what extent is the ECoC brand recognised as &

a seal of quality for title holding cities?

Please rank the following factors from the most relevant (1) to the least relevant (6)
to the success of the ECoC action:

Use drag&drop or the up/down buttons to change the order or accept the initial order.

i Capacity of city authorities to run an ECoC

i Capacity of cultural organisations to host an ECoC related activity

i1 Political will and support for culture

i1 Available finances to fund an ECoC

;i Other policies areas (e.g. education, employment, health, etc) being seen as more important

:: Alack of understanding of how culture can support social and economic development

Are there other factors able to affect the success of the ECoC action?



reachability, connectivity, number of visits. Innovation - approaches of organising culture including in public
spaces. Finding balance between local engagement as well as international.

To what extent are the following criteria for the selection of the cities hosting the
European Capital of Culture title relevant to the issues affecting cities in the EU?

Not
Very Moderately Slightly Don’t know/ Not
relevant at ,
relevant relevant relevant al applicable

* City regeneration .

* Development of
quality tourism

* Image enhancement 2
* Social inclusion .

* Environmental
sustainability

What other criteria, if any, should be used for the selection of cities for the ECoC
title?

Ability to include region in international cooperation, connectivity, accessibility, among other by digital means.

*In your opinion, to what extent do you think the selection procedure established in
2014 works well to select the best candidate city to host the European Capital of
Culture?

Works very well
® Works quite well
Does not work that well
Does not work at all
| don’t know

“Please explain your answer, in particular, mention any factors that could positively
or negatively affect the selection process:

Covid interrupted the eye-to-eye meetings.

10



“In your opinion, to what extent are four years sufficient to ensure the successful
planning of the European Capital of Culture year?
Please take into account the development of a longer-term cultural strategy,
engaging with citizens about the cultural activities to take place, and preparation of
adequate infrastructure.
® Largely sufficient

Moderately sufficient

Hardly sufficient

Not at all sufficient

| don’t know

*Please explain your answer and add concrete examples if possible:

*On certain years, cities in an EFTA/EEA country, candidate country or potential
candidate have been eligible to apply for the ECoC title in addition to two EU cities.
In your opinion, to what extent does extending the title to these non-EU cities align
with the general objective of the ECoC action to safeguard and promote the
diversity of cultures in Europe and to highlight the common features they share?

® To a large extent
To a moderate extent
To a small extent
Not at all - non-EU cities should not be included in the ECoC action
| don’t know

“In your opinion, should the action be extended to additional non-EU countries
beyond EFTA/EEA countries, candidate countries, or potential candidates?
Yes
® No
| don't know

*In your opinion, at which frequency should cities in EFTA/EEA countries, candidate
countries or potential candidates be eligible to apply for the ECoC title?
Every year
Every two years

11



® Every three years
Other

“In your opinion, to what extent do you think the monitoring procedure established in

2014 works well to ensure the best implementation of the European Capital of
Culture event?

Works very well

® Works quite well
Does not work that well
Does not work well at all
| don’t know

*Please explain your answer, in particular thinking of any factors that could
positively or negatively affect the monitoring process:

To what extent do you think the ECoC action is relevant to:

Not
Highly Moderately Somewhat Don't
relevant
relevant relevant relevant know
at all
* Cities’ needs and overall objectives 2
* Different Member States’ needs 2

* Needs across the EU, such as in
relation to the digital and green e
transition

To what extent do you think the objectives and criteria of the ECoC action promote
gender equality and inclusion for all:

Toa Toa To Not .
Don't
large moderate some at
know
extent extent extent all
* Gender equality _

* Inclusion for all, particularly people with disabilities,
people belonging to minorities, and people .
experiencing social marginalisation

12



To what extent do you think the ECoC action is complementary or overlapping with
other EU and national initiatives linked to promoting culture in cities:

Largel Largel Don't
9ey Complementary Overlapping g y
complementary overlapping know

* EU initiatives and
policies

* National initiatives

and policies

*Please elaborate on your answer and provide examples if possible:

In your opinion, to what extent did the ECoC title have a longer-term legacy and
impact on selected cities?

To alarge To a moderate To some Not Don't
extent extent extent at all know
* Improved the longer-term cultural o
offer of cities
* Supported city regeneration _
* Supported the development of 5
quality tourism
* Enhanced the image of the city .
* Supported social inclusion 2

* Promoted environmental
sustainability

“Can you identify any areas where the longer-term legacy of the European Capital
of Culture title is still evident in selected cities today? Please provide concrete
examples if possible.

International cultural ties, attention by international media.

*In your opinion, what issues hindered the ability of the European Capital of Culture

title to have longer-term impacts on selected cities? Please select all that apply.
7
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Financial or budgetary constraints linked to culture at the city/regional or
national level
Other policy areas being prioritised over culture

Y1 A lack of longer-term legacy planning by the ECoC title holder
Y1 A lack of city strategies setting out longer-term plans
A loss of interest in culture among stakeholders following the ECoC year
Y The difficulty to maintain cultural networking at EU level
Y1 Other
Don’t know
None

“Please specify:

all the mentioned aspects are related to budget constraints.

“In your opinion, should the European Capital of Culture action continue?
® Yes
No
| don't know

Please explain your answer:

Do you have any final remarks or suggestions for improvement beyond 2033
regarding the European Capital of Culture action that were not covered in the
questionnaire?

we would like to underline the importance of European values and putting them in practice in the local
context. the importance of local peaople feeling part of Europe.

Contact

EAC-ECOC@ec.europa.eu
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